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Excerpt  from  Teari  Vnrhnr  Intercepted  Diplomatic  Messages 
sent  by  the  Japanese  Government  between 


(Secret) 

From  i  Tokyo 
To  t  Berlin. 

1>  August  1941 

,/739  (Separate  message) 

At  the  tuce  of  my  conversation  with  Ambassador  Sraetanin  the  other 
day,  1  mentioned  our  desire3  in  regard  to  the  full  realization  of  our 
rights  and  interests  in  Northern  Soghaiian  and  also  the  removal  of 
danger  zones  in  the  waters  of  the  Far  East.  Since  then,  we  have  been 
asked  by  the  Soviet  as  to  the  attitude  of  Japan  toward  the  Gerroan- 
Russian  war.  to  which  we  have  replied  that  there  has  been  no  change 
in  our  intentions  of  continuing  friendly  relations  between  Japan 
and  Russia  tha,t  thus  far  we  have  maintained  an  attitude  of  observing 
the  neutrality  pact,  and  that  it  is  still  our  desire  to  continue  this 
in  the  future,  but,  tha'  whether  or  we  can  continue  thus  is  a 
question  that  depends  on  the  way  in  which  the  Soviet  union  responds 
to  this.  For  instance  if  (a)  any  of  the  3oviet  Uhion'3  territory  in 
5hst  Asia  should  be  ceded,  sold,  or  leased  to  a  third  power,  or  offered 
as  military  bases,  (b)  the  3oviet  Union  should  take  any  steps  that 
would  cause  the  sphere  of  cny  third  power's  military  movements  to  be 
extended  into  East  Asia,  or  should  conclude  with  a  third  power  an 
alliance  that  might  have  the  Qspire  a3  its  object,  we  certainly  could 
not  overlook  the  throat  that  this  would  be  to  our  nation. 

To  this  the  Soviet  Ambassador  replied,  that  the  3oviet  government 
is  rigidly  observing  the  Japanese -Soviet  neutrality  pacts  and  that  as 
far  as  the  above  mentioned  two  points  are  concerned  he  could  give 
assurance  that  there  has  been  nothing  of  the  kind  and  that  there  will 
be  none  in  the  future,, 

I  furthermore  took  thi3  opportunity  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Soviet  to  the  fact  that  of  late  it  is  persistently  rumored  that  the  Uhited 
3tates  will  be  shipping  munitions  to  the  3oviet  via  Vladivostok,  and 
that  if  this  should  be  true,  Japan  would  have  to  take  a  serious  view  of 
it,  as  it  would  involve  the  three  power  pact  relations. 

In  regard  to  the  Japanese  Government's  attitude  to  the  Gerraan- 
Russian  war.  I  reiterated  that  there  has  been  no  change  in  our  foreign 
policy,  which  has  as  its  keynote  the  spirit  and  the  objectives  of  the 
three  power  pact,  even  as  Foreign  Minister  Matsuoka  had  can- 
municared  to  the  Soviet  Government  2  July  and  that  this  point  is 
well  understood  by  the  Soviet. 
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Document  No.  1592 
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W.D.C.  No.  _ _ 

I. P.3.  No.  lT22 

St  .tenvnt  of  j3ourca_  and  Authenticity 

I,  T.\KAKASv:i,  Wlchitoshi  hereby  certify  thnt  T  nr 
officially  connected  with  the  J '  /Kinase  Government  in  the 
following  capacity:  Secretary  of  Cabinet,  ana  thnt  as  sveh 
ol f trial  T  hr ve  custody  of  the  document  hereto  attached  con¬ 
sisting  of  66  pages,  dated  _  _  _ ,  1941,  and  described 

as  follows:  Foo1':,  "Progress  1  or  1Tapolng  Out  r  Program  for 
Important  Industry  Extension.  I  further  certify  thnt  the 
attached,  r-ecoid  and  document  is  an  official  document  of  the 
Japanese  Government,  and  that  it  is  part  of  the  ofi'ici^l 
archives  and  files  of  the  follo'/ing  named  ministry  or  depart¬ 
ment  (specifying  also  the  i'ile  number  or  citation,  if  '.ny, 
or  any  other  of'ioinl  designation  of  the  regular  location  of  ' 
the  document  in  the  archives  or  files):  Cabinet. 


Signed  at  Tokyo  on  this 
17th  day  of  August,  1946. 


I :jl  Tflkqhashl  (signed) 
Signature  of  Official 


v  SEAL 

Witness:  R.  Ku  r  iy  a  ma  (si gno d )  _ 1  ocj^turx .°.I!-Srb. - 

Official  Capacity. 


Statement  of  Official  Procurement 

I,  Richard  R.  Larsh,  hereby  certify  that  I  am  associated 
with  the  General  Headouarters  of  the  Supreme  Commander  for  the 
Allied  Powers,  and  thnt  the  n^ovo  described  document  was  ob¬ 
tained  by  me  from  the  lbove  signed  official  of  the  Japanese 
Government  in  the  conduct  of  my  official  business. 


Signed  at  Tokyo  on  this 
19th  day  of  Aug.,  1946 


Richard  H.  Larsh  (signed)  . 
NAIE 


Witness:  Edward  P.  Tonoghan 

( signed) _ 


Investigator.  IPS  _ 
Official  Capacity 
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Excerpt  from  "Tearl  Hart^i ,  Intercepted  Diplomatic  Messages 
sent  by  the  Japanese  Government  between 
- JuJg;..x.Aua.  nfrnmhnr  fit  1941"  p.  16 - 

From  i  Tokyo 
Tuj  Berlin 
15  August  1941 

<1740  (3ecret) 

Ctn  the  15th  I  told  the  German  and  Italian  Ambassadors  in  Tokyo, 
confidentially,  cf  my  recent  conversations  with  the  3oviet  Ambassa¬ 
dor  along  the  lines  of  my  separate  message  ,t739*»  Ambassador  Ott 
expressing  a  desire  to  understand  the  basic  problem,  said  that  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  notice  sent  to  the  German  Government  on  2  July,  he 
understood  that  the  possibility  of  Japan's  participating  in  the  Gerraan- 
Russian  war  was  not  precluded,  but  asked  if,  now  since  the  Soviets 
have  given  assurances  regarding  the  two  points  which  Japan  considers 
vital  to  the  effect  that  there  has  been  nothing  of  the  kind  and  will 
not  be  in  the  future,  the  Soviets  do  not  have  the  impression  that 
Japan  will  not  take  part  in  the  German-3oviet  war.  To  this  I  replied 
thatj  in  view  of  the  military  expansion  the  Empire  is  at  present 
effecting,  I  think  under  present  existing  conditions  the  above-men¬ 
tioned  arrangement  with  the  Soviet  is  the  very  best  means  of  taking 
the  first  steps  toward  carrying  out  future  plans  concerning  the  3oviet, 
which  will  be  undertaken  together  with  the  German  Govemmaat, 
that  this  is  entirely  m  harmony  with  the  spirit  and  objectives  of  the 
Tripartite  Treaty,  and  that  I  hoped  that  the  German  Government 
would  fully  understand  this  point.  Ambassador  Ott  thereupon  asked 
if  it  is  proper  to  understand  that  this  present  arrangement  is  the  first 
step  toward  future  measures  that  are  to  be  taken  against  Russia, 
that  this  is  merely  a  temporary  arrangement,  in  other  words  that  it 
partakes  of  the  nature  of  a  restraint  upon  the  Soviet  until  preparations 
can  be  completed.  To  this  I  replied  in  the  affirmative, 

Flease  relay  to  Rome  together  with  the  separate  .passage. 


lj  4637  I»  3.  1*21175.  Report  of  conversation  between  Japanese 
Foreign  Minister  and  the  Joviet  Ambassador  in  Tokyo,  in  which  both 
insist  the  Neutrality  Faot  is  being  strictly  observed;  Japan  warns 
against  third  power's  acquiring  Russian  territory,  in  East  Asia;  extension 
of  third  power’s  military  movements  to  East  Asia,  and  shipment  of  U.3. 
munitions  to  Vladivostok. 
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